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Well, our 250th church anniversary is almost here. We’ve been
preparing for this for over a year.  I’ve been told the Worship Center (I
will use this for the new name of the Multi-Purpose Room) will be
finished in time. I know it will. But even if it is not, I’m not worried.
Because we are not celebrating the building. As beautiful as our
sanctuary is (and I’ve enjoyed all of us worshiping in there these past
Sundays), as beautiful as our new Worship Center will be, and with all
the work being done to beautify all of the buildings on our property,
we will not be celebrating the buildings. This is the 250th anniversary
of the church and the congregation. The church is not the building but
the people. The word church is from the Greek word “Ekklesia,” which
means “called-out ones.”  The church is the people who are called out
of the world to worship the Savior. The church is the body of Christ.
Paul writes, “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of
Him who fills all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22-23 NKJV) Even if something
happened to our buildings, we would still be the Church. Jesus told
Peter even “the gates of hell shall not prevail” again at the Church. I
believe Mathews Baptist Church will continue until Christ’s return. So,
this month we celebrate the 250 years our church has been serving
Christ, the congregation and community here in Hudgins Virginia.
Happy 250th anniversary to you!
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This issue:HAPPY 250  ANNIVERSARYTH

BY PASTOR BRIAN KRAMER

 
 In  Chris t ,        
               Pastor  Br ian Kramer

WMU UpdateWMU UpdateWMU Update
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WOMEN’S  MISSIONARY UNION SEPTEMBER UPDATE
What we aim to do, WMU’s unwavering focus is:

WMU held our Wrap Party on Saturday the 26 . We were able to deliver 29 wrapped
shoeboxes to Amy’s Shoebox bus. We hope to attend one of her shoebox filling events soon to
fill them up and get them ready to be delivered to Samaritan’s Purse. Those helping were
Christy Brown, Ritamary Bruce, Donna Frantz, Polly Hayes, Bonnie Kramer, Judy Lowe, and
Sharon Morgan. 

th

making disciples of Jesus who live on mission.
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In Christ ’s  Love,  

                   Donna Frantz & Judy Lowe

We are collecting empty shoeboxes, wrapping paper, scotch tape, small toys, toothbrushes,
socks, combs, pencils, pens, sharpeners erasers, crayons, notebooks, markers, scissors, rulers,
glue sticks, puzzles, jump rope, eating utensils, clothing, hats, etc. We have OCC brochures
available with complete listing of gift ideas. We have shoeboxes available for you to take
one and fill it yourself.  We may host some workdays to wrap boxes, make jump ropes and
fill boxes. Keep an eye out for notices with a date and time. 
Our bulletin board queen Rita has updated our
bulletin board with a message about the
Overflowing with Hope. Check it out!

ALMA HUNT OFFERING FOR VA MISSIONS: Sept.
is the month for emphasis on VA Missions.
Offering envelopes are available or just not on
your regular envelope. Our goal is $1,500. 

Watch for information about our December
project – Christmas Store at the Nursing Home. 

Our next WMU meeting will be held on October 13th at 1 pm in the Welcome Center. We are
always looking for new members. Women at any age are invited to participate. 
Our Rhythm Band leads singing at the Nursing home on the first, second and third, Tuesday
mornings of the month at 10:30 am. It is a blessing to us who sing as much as it is for the
residents of the home. We would love to have you join us! Please let us know if you plan to join
us, as occasionally, we are unable to visit for various reasons. 
If you have any questions, you may contact Donna Frantz or Judy Lowe, or any other member of
our WMU.

Judy Lowe and Bonnie
Kramer wrapping boxes

Rita Bruce and Polly Hayes Christy Brown and Judy
Lowe

29 wrapped shoeboxes
delivered



In 1976, special services were held in observance of our 200th anniversary. The
following article from the Gazette Journal gives details for the day. As we anticipate

celebrating our 250th anniversary on Sun., Oct. 25, 2026, we also look forward to
messages from our five “daughter” churches (which we are happy to say are still active

today) as well as other speakers mentioned in this month’s newsletter.
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LOOKING BACK. . .
to our 200  Anniversary in 19 76t h

( repr inted f rom the Gazet te Journal ,  1976) :
“Offspr ing Day”  wi l l  be observed at  Mathews Bapt is t

Church on Sunday with two specia l  services featur ing
representat ives of  the f ive “daughter ”  churches of

MBC.
The Rev.  Kenneth Russel l ,  pastor,  sa id the programs

are being held as  a  part  of  the church ’s  200th
anniversary celebrat ion.  Mathews Bapt is t  was founded

in 1776 ,  wi th other  churches organized f rom i ts
membership as fo l lows:  F i rs t  Bapt is t ,  1865 ;  Gwynn ’s

Is land ,  Spr inghi l l  and Westvi l le ,  1874 ;  and Macedonia ,
1886.

At  the 1 1  a .m.  service ,  speakers and the daughter
churches represented wi l l  inc lude:  the Rev.  Alv in B .
James ,  F i rs t  Church;  Mrs .  Kather ine Ware ,  Westvi l le ;
Miss  Robbie B lackwel l ,  Gwynn ’s  Is land;  Roy Foster,

Spr inghi l l ;  and Mrs .  Donald Er iksen ,  Macedonia .
The 7 :30 p .m.  service wi l l  be a  “sermon in song”

featur ing choirs  f rom the f ive daughter  churches ,  p lus
the adul t  and youth choirs  of  MBC.

From the ministry of Mathews Baptist Church came f ive
churches that continue to serve their communities today:

First Baptist Church — 1865
Gwynn’s Island Baptist Church — 1874

Springhil l  Baptist Church — 1874
Westvi l le Baptist Church — 1874

Macedonia Church — 1886

Our Daughter Churches

F i v e  c h u r c h e s .  O n e  h e r i t a g e .
O n e  f a i t h f u l  G o d .

1976  — 200th Anniversary
 Mathews Baptist Church

celebrated 200 years with an
“Offspring Day,”  featuring
representatives and choirs

f rom its f ive daughter
churches.

2026  — 250th Anniversary
 Fifty years later,  we wil l
once again gather with

representatives f rom our
daughter churches as we

celebrate 250 years of God’s
faithfulness.

Serving the Savior
Yesterday, Today & Forever

Then & Now
1976 -  2026



Your paragraph text
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Praise God…
For the cooler temperatures of Autumn that are arriving and a reminder that change
can be beautiful. 

Praise God…
For the cooler temperatures of Autumn that are arriving and a reminder that change
can be beautiful. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE SEPTEMBER  2026

Our love and sympathy...
Go out to the family & friends of Stephanie Anthony, who passed away after a long
battle with cancer, on September 6 , 2026.th

Go out to the family and friends of Kenny Ewell, who went to be with his Lord and
Savior on October 1 , 2026.st

Our love and sympathy...
Go out to the family & friends of Stephanie Anthony, who passed away after a long
battle with cancer, on September 6 , 2026.th

Go out to the family and friends of Kenny Ewell, who went to be with his Lord and
Savior on October 1 , 2026.st

Pray for...Pray for...

Date  9 :00  10 :00  1 1 :00

CHURCH NEWS

Coming up. . .

3  -  E lect ion Day

11  -  Veteran ’s  Day

15 -  Autumn Afternoon

23 -  OCC Shoebox
Deadl ine for  our
church!

26 -  Thanksgiv ing Day

164
151
145
146

115
118
132
123

20
20
30
22

09/06/2026
09/13/2026
09/20/2026
09/27/2026Scan with your phone’s camera to

join the FB Prayer Group!

Please be in prayer...
Curtis Smith (Tee Mallon’s brother) who was in the hospital with heart issues this past
month.
For Leah Wright (Steve & Cher Gingues’ daughter) who is having a complicated
pregnancy.
For Mike & Brenda Hanhart’s daughter Kimberly who has come 

      home with them on hospice. 
For Delores Sanger, who is recovering from surgery. 
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Ramp build that took
place in September.  Seen

here are (f rom left) :  Pastor
Brian Kramer,  Steve Taylor,

Mickey Ramer,  Austin
Kemp, Jerry Ligon, Richard
Morgan (homeowner,  the

ramp was built  for his wife
Pat) and Jim Burns.  

Always ready to lend a helping hand

Carry  one  ano t h er ’ s
burdens ;  i n  t h i s  way  you

w i l l  f u l f i l l  t h e  l aw  o f
Chr i s t .

– Galatians 6:2 (CSB)






