
BY PASTOR BRIAN KRAMER

Some feel, to meet Jesus, you have to go to a church. Church is a
great place to start. But Jesus can be found in everyday life.
Andrew and Peter met Jesus while fishing (Matthew 4:18). Matthew,
also known as Levi, met Jesus at work (Mark 2:14). The Samaritan
woman met Jesus at the well (John 4:7). Legion met Jesus in the
cemetery (Mark 5:6). Bartimaeus, a blind man, met Jesus on the
roadside (Mark 10:47).  A lame man met Jesus at the pool (John 5:6-
7). Zacchaeus met Jesus in a tree (Luke 19:5). All these people met
Jesus in everyday places. We don’t have to wait until Sunday to
interact with Jesus. He is there wherever we go. Remember the old
hymn “In the Garden.” The chorus repeats, “And He walks with me,
and He talks with me. And He tells me I am His own.” We can meet
with Jesus wherever we are. At the end of the Gospel of Matthew,
Jesus reminds us, “I am with you always.” (Matthew 28:20) 

In Christ Love,

Pastor Brian

GOOD NEWS GAZETTE
Mathews Baptist Church’s

VOL.  1  ISSUE 8  •   SEPTEMBER 2025

Pastor’s MessagePastor’s Message

PAGE 01

This issue:

WMU UpdateWMU Update

PAGE 02

Coming up in OctoberComing up in October

PAGE 03

Prayer RequestsPrayer Requests

PAGE 03

AttendanceAttendance

PAGE 03

September CalendarSeptember Calendar

PAGE 04

September RemindersSeptember Reminders

PAGE 03

Back to School PrayersBack to School Prayers

INSERT

GOOD NEWS GAZETTE - SEPTEMBER 2025 PAGE 01

WHERE WILL YOU MEET JESUS? 



What we aim to do:  WMU’s  unwaver ing focus is

September is  here!  Alma Hunt  of fer ing for  Virginia  Miss ions wi l l  be taking
place September 7  through 14 .  S ince 1976 ,  the annual  Virginia  Miss ions
Offer ing—tradi t ional ly  ca l led the Alma Hunt  Offer ing for  Virginia
Miss ions—is a  jo int  venture of  the HerMiss ion (Formerly  known as
Woman’s  Miss ionary Union of  Virginia )  and the Bapt is t  General
Associat ion of  Virginia  (BGAV) .  We invi te  you to give to the Alma Hunt
Offer ing —joining your gi f ts  wi th those of  many other  Virginia  Bapt is ts  as
we work to share the love of  Chris t  across the Commonweal th of  Virginia
and with the whole wor ld .

t h

Another pro ject  we are support ing is  an opportuni ty  to serve our local
home-bound c i t izens .  I f  you dr ive ,  have a f lexib le schedule and want  to
serve by dr iv ing those in need of  a  r ide to the doctor  or  the store ,  p lease
contact  Beth Lewis at  804-725-6102 or  the church of f ice .  We are compi l ing
a l is t  to  be able to help in t imes of  need.  Thank you.

As Fa l l  comes around ,  we wi l l  be beginning our support  of  Operat ion
Chris tmas Chi ld .  Some of  the ways you can help :

1 . WMU has purchased of f ic ia l  Samari tan ’s  Purse Operat ion Chris tmas
Chi ld shoeboxes .  We wi l l  le t  you know when you can pick one up ,  take
i t  home and f i l l  i t .

2 . When you buy shoes ,  save your shoeboxes – br ing them to church!
3 . Donate wrapping paper
4 . Donate t -shir ts  for  making jump ropes
5 . Make jump ropes
6. Jo in us for  a  craf t ing ,  wrapping ,  bui ld ing day and learn how to make

jump ropes ,  p i l lowcase dresses ,  bui ld  shoeboxes .  ( to  be scheduled
soon)

7 . Fol low Amy’s  Miss ion Fr iends on Facebook for  more ways to help .

We cont inue to s ing at  the Nursing Home on Tuesday mornings at  10 :30
am. I t  is  a  b less ing to us who s ing as much as i t  is  for  the res idents  of  the
home.  We would love to have you jo in us!  P lease let  us know i f  you plan
to jo in us ,  as  occasional ly ,  we are unable to v is i t  for  var ious reasons .  

Our next  meet ing wi l l  be held on Tuesday ,  September 9 at  1  pm in the
Welcome Center .  We welcome a l l  ages .  We wi l l  be p lanning future
projects .  

Be sure and check out  our  bul let in board across the hal l  f rom the k i tchen
for  more informat ion.

I f  you have any quest ions ,  fee l  f ree to contact  me ,  Donna Frantz  or  our
director ,  Judy Lowe.
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making disciples of Jesus who live on mission.

 
 In  Chris t ,        
                Donna Frantz  

Women’s Missionary Union August 2025 Update

Ritamary Bruce, Linda German &
Tee Mallon wrapping shoe boxes

last Fall. 

Polly Hayes wrapping OCC
shoeboxes

Our local Operation Christmas Child
hero, Amy Ashberry, who led the

packing of 6,247 shoeboxes last year! 

Let ’s help her

beat that

number this
year!



September  8th ,  2025
F i rs t  Troop  Meet ing  @ 6 :30PM

by Robert J. Morgan will lead you, through
Scripture and meditation, on a journey to restore
your soul. Come join us on Wednesday Nights at
6:45 PM as we take this journey together. (The
Lord is My Shepherd Study Guide will be
provided for participants. For a more in-depth
study you may want to purchase The Lord Is My
Shepherd book by Robert J. Morgan on Amazon)
Don’t forget to bring your bible!
                                           - Pastor Brian

Are you ready to journey
with the Good Shepherd,
through green pastures and
still waters, through the
valley of the shadow of
death, into His goodness
and mercy? Whatever
season of life you face, The
Lord is My Shepherd Study 

The Men’s
Breakfast Ministry
will be resuming

this month as
well. Plan for the
3  Saturday of
each month at

8am unless
otherwise

discussed. First
breakfast is Sept.

20th! 

rd

Wednesday  N ight  Act iv i t ies  Resume
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE -  AUGUST 2025

Date      9 :00     10 :00     1 1 :00

08/03/2025
08/10/2025
08/17/2025
08/24/2025
08/31/2025
           

Coming up. . .

4  -  Grace Marr iage Meet ing

13 -  Columbus Day

18 -  Men ’s  Breakfast

31  -  Hal loween

Please be in prayer...
For Pastor Brian’s mom, June Kramer, that she may heal quickly and
be able to return home from the rehab center. 

Praise God...
For the seasons we can count on. As we enter autumn, draw us
closer to you.  Let us feel your warm and loving presence. Amen!

Congratulations to...
Bill & Cathy Nelson on the arrival of their great-granddaughter,
Everleigh Grace, born Tuesday, August 27  2025. th,

Pray for...

131
154
170
157
118

127
131
144
126
108

35
22
28
48
31

Our Wednesday night
dinners will resume
September 10  at 6pm
followed by Bible Study &
activities at 6:45pm. Please
note that it was time to
increase the prices slightly
in order to continue
covering the cost of meals. 

th

Age 8-Adult: $4
Age 3-7: $3
2 and under: Free
Family Max: $15

Our new Wednesday Night
Meal Coordinator, Renee
Neiman, is excited for the
season to start again!

9:30-11:30AM “New to Medicare” TRIAD
Presentation @ MBC, register by calling social

services at 804-725-7192 for this free presentation.

Overtime Volunteer Meeting will be
Sunday, September 14  after Sunday

School, 11AM. Please plan to attend if you
can help with this ministry!

th

Tuesday, September 9th

Red Cross Blood Drive @
Piankatank Ruritan Club from
12:30-6PM. Sign up to donate

by using your phone’s camera
to scan here





Back to School Prayers
Here ’s  what  most  kids  w i l l  need when school star ts. . .

 

Backpack :  Lord ,  I  real ize we w i l l  use a bookbag everyday  to carry  things  to and from

our  homes.  I  pray  that  our  homes  wou ld be a p lace of comfor t ,  encouragement  and

rest.  May  it  be a great  p lace to launch from each day  as  we go to school and a safe

p lace to land when we get  done.

 

Notebook Paper :  Lord ,  just  l ike paper  star ts  out  blank ,  then f i l ls  w ith shapes ,  letters ,

and l ines ,  I  real ize we are very  impress ionable.  Wou ld You  p lease protect  us?  Let  us

make w ise decis ions ,  and discern what  is  r ight ,  good ,  and acceptable.

 

Markers :  Lord ,  wou ld You  l ive through us ,  so that  we w i l l  leave a mark on our

teachers ,  c lassmates ,  and schools  that  ref lects  what  is  impor tant  to You  and to our

famil ies?

 

Crayons :  Lord ,  we praise You  for  being a creat ive God .  Dai ly,  help  us  appreciate the

fact  that  You  make peop le in al l  shapes ,  colors ,  heights ,  weights ,  and walks-of- l i fe.

 

Folders :  Lord ,  I  know  that  homework ,  notes ,  and grades  w i l l  be sent  home w ith us

from teachers.  I  pray  for  our  teacher 's  r ight  now.  Give them pat ience,  rest ,  and joy  in

their  work as  they  train up  the next  generat ion of leaders.

 

Scissors :  Lord ,  I  know  that  we w i l l  be exposed to things  that  may  not  be healthy,

agreeable to our  family  bel iefs ,  or  p leas ing to You.  Wou ld You  help  us  “cut  through”

the nonsense?

 

Pencil :  Lord ,  I  pray  that  You  w i l l  give us  a des ire to work hard .  That  we wou ld want  to

app ly  ourselves  even when it ’s  diff icu lt .  Father,  wou ld You  help  us  real ize that  school

and hard work is  one of the tools  that  You  are us ing to wr ite our  role in Your  story,

cal led l i fe?

 

Pencil-sharpener :  Lord ,  I  pray  that  our  greatest  des ire is  to be a tool that  is  used for

your  Kingdom .  Help  us  value this  t ime in our  l i fe to sharpen us  to be used for  your

Kingdom ’s  work .

 

Eraser :  Lord ,  we know  our  kiddos  are not  per fect  and w i l l  make p lenty  of  mistakes

this  year.  Wou ld You  teach them the meaning of grace?  And as  they  understand this ,

may  they  be qu ick to forgive themselves ,  their  teachers ,  and their  c lassmates.  And

may  we remind them that  we,  as  parents ,  make mistakes  too?
 

As  our  youth prepare to leave their  homes  to trek out  into the wor ld in the next  few

weeks  for  public &  pr ivate school and for  parents  prepar ing for  homeschooling ,  the

greatest  suppor t  and bless ing we can give them are our  intent ional  prayers.

 
Michelle Denkinger, July 2024


