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Last night I was kept awake by the chirping of a cricket. It was so
annoying. We have crickets in the house all the time, both regular
crickets and spider (or jumping) crickets. I guess we should expect
that. We do live on Cricket Hill Road. Trying to catch those hopping
things is frustrating. And then I realized John the Baptist would catch
and eat these pests with wild honey, well actually it was “locust and
wild honey.” (Matthew 4:3) Although to me it seems gross, they were
clean to eat according to the Old Testament. (Leviticus 11:20-21) The
reason John the Baptist’s clothing and eating habit are mentioned in
the gospels is to show his humility (and also a connection to OT
prophets like Elijah). Doing a little research, I read that locusts were
commonly eaten by the poor back then and are even eaten today. In
some places locusts are considered a delicacy. John certainly was
humble. He commented that he was not worthy to stoop down and tie
the straps of Jesus’ sandals. (Mark 1:7) The scripture says of the Lord,
“You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.”
(Psalm 18:27) When people look at us do they see us as haughty or
humble? Paul wrote to Christians, “Be completely humble and gentle;
be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2) Thank
goodness we don’t have to eat locust (or crickets) to exhibit
humbleness!
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This issue:CRICKET-PIE 
BY PASTOR BRIAN KRAMER

 
 In  Chris t ,        
               Pastor  Br ian Kramer
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WOMEN’S  MISSIONARY UNION JULY UPDATE

making disciples of Jesus who live on mission.
What we aim to do ,  WMU’s  unwaver ing focus is :

For Chris tmas in August  our  emphasis  is  on North American Miss ionar ies .  R i tamary has created
a brochure te l l ing about  these North American miss ionar ies :  

Monty Bai ty  •  Buf fa lo ,  Texas ,  Chapla in ,  Truckstop Ministr ies
Pastor  Sanghun Lee •  Buford ,  Georgia  Ever love Church
Emanuel  Carvalho •  Deerf ie ld Beach ,  F lor ida ,  New Hope Brazi l ian Bapt is t  Church
Sung “ Jonathan”  Lee •  Federa l  Way ,  Washington ,  Connect ions Church
Kim McGibbon Hamil ton ,  Ontar io ,  Canada Send Rel ief  Hami l ton
Oscar  Ort iz  •  Carol ina ,  Puerto Rico
Chapla in Joshua Payne •  Wright-Pat terson Air  Force Base ,  Ohio
Chapla in Jenny Schindler  •  Waxahachie ,  TX
Nathan Wood •  Lansing ,  North Carol ina Appalachian Church Northwest
Jeremy Stewart ,   San Diego ,  Cal i fornia  Breakthrough Church of  San Diego 

Our next  WMU meet ing wi l l  be held on August  1 1  a t  1  pm in the Welcome Center.  

I f  you have an i tems for  donat ion to Operat ion Chris tmas Chi ld ,  p lease drop them of f .  We are
col lect ing empty shoeboxes ,  wrapping paper ,  smal l  toys ,  toothbrushes ,  combs ,  penci ls ,  erasers ,
crayons ,  notebooks ,  markers ,  sc issors ,  ru lers ,  g lue st icks ,  puzzles ,  jump rope ,  p laydough ,  eat ing
utensi ls ,  c lothing ,  hats ,  e tc .  

We cont inue to s ing at  the Nursing Home the 1 ,  2  and 3rd Tuesday of  the month at  10 :30 am.
I t  is  a  b less ing to us who s ing as much as i t  is  for  the res idents  of  the home.  We would love to
have you jo in us!  P lease let  us know i f  you plan to jo in us ,  as  occasional ly ,  we are unable to
vis i t  for  var ious reasons .  

s t n d

I f  you have any quest ions you may contact  Donna Frantz  or  Judy Lowe ,  or  any other  member of
our WMU.
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In  Chris t ’ s  Love ,  

                   Donna Frantz  & Judy Lowe

Please pick up one of  these brochures ,  read about
the amazing miss ions these people are support ing
and select  some or  a l l  of  these miss ionar ies to pray
for,  send let ters  of  encouragement or  even
donat ions .  These things may be done indiv idual ly
or  by a  Sunday School  Class or  other  group

We cont inue to col lect  school  suppl ies  for  our
Homeschool  Group “Wings of  Mathews” .  I tems that
they are in need of  are :  

#2 penci ls ,  sc issors  ( fu l l  s ize for  o lder  k ids
preferred) ,  g lue st icks ,  paint  brushes ,  construct ion
paper (a l l  colors ) ,  pads of  mixed media paper,
watercolor  paints ,  co lored a ir -dry model ing c lay,
paper towels ,  Clorox wipes ,  and scotch tape.



to old newslet ters . . .
The  June  2006 issue  o f  our  news let ter  featured  the  fo l lowing  ar t ic le  on  The  S i l ver tones ,  a  sen ior  adu l t  chora l
group  f rom Mathews Bapt is t  Church ,  who  were  end ing  the i r  15  year  min is t ry  that  began  here  but  spread  wel l
beyond  the  boundar ies  o f  Mathews Bapt is t  Church  as  they  shared  the  Good  News of  Jesus ’  love  wherever  they

went .

           In  January  1991 ,  Mabe  Lamb [mus ic  d i rector ]  and  Mi ldred  Lockwood got  a  group  o f  sen iors  together  to
per form a  mus ica l ,  “We’ re  Hav ing  the  T ime of  Our  L ives .”  Soon  a f terwards ,  Mabe  moved  away .  The  group  heard  and
dec ided  to  learn ,  “The  Appo intment ,”  a  mus ica l  cantata  for  sen ior  adu l ts .  We so  much en joyed  the  fe l lowsh ip  and

s ing ing  that  we  cont inued  to  do  mus ica ls  and  programs as  a  min is t ry  to  others .
           The  S i l ver tones  per formed at  the  open ing  sess ion  o f  a  s tatewide  mus ic  weekend at  Eag le  Eyr ie ,  present ing

a  mus ica l ,  “The  Amen Corner , ”  wr i t ten  and  composed  by  Barbara  Wal ters  who  was  the  group ’s  accompanist .
           Mi ldred  and  Barbara  put  together  approx imate ly  17  d i f ferent  programs of  secu lar  and  sacred  mus ic  which

we presented  to  var ious  ret i rement ,  nurs ing  homes ,  churches ,  sen ior  c lubs ,  e tc .  At  L iberty  Bapt is t  in  Hampton
dur ing  a  mus ic  weekend we rece ived  acco lades  for  be ing  the  on ly  group  to  s ing  wi thout  mus ic .  We made numerous

tr ips  to  R ichmond ,  Newport  News ,  Sa luda ,  e tc .  We had ,  a t  the i r  peak ,  27  members .  A long  the  way ,  we  sponsored
severa l  bus  t r ips  to  P igeon  Forge ,  TN  and  At lanta ,  GA to  at tend  sen ior  funct ions .

           A f ter  an  out ing  in  A lexandr ia  to  s ing  at  a  nurs ing  home where  Melv in  Land is ,  a  former  member ,  was  a
res ident ,  we  went  on  to  Wash ington ,  D .C .  where  the  group  were  guests  o f  Senator  Jess ie  He lms .  We sang  in  the

Capi to l  Bu i ld ing  before  be ing  t reated  to  a  gu ided  tour  o f  the  bu i ld ing  and  ice  cream sundaes  wi th  Senator  He lms .
           I t  has  been  an  exc i t ing  15  years ,  but  now we must  end  a  min is t ry  o f  the  church .  Many  o f  our  members  have

moved  away  or  moved  on  and  the  remainder  are  mov ing  at  a  much s lower  tempo .  Without  rep lacements ,  we  have
dwind led  to  a  prec ious  few .

           Thank  you ,  our  church  fami ly ,  for  your  encouragement  and  support  over  the  years .
                                                                       The  S i l ver tones

Rev .  Ed  Inab inet  was  quoted  in  that  same i ssue  as  say ing ,  “Some th ings  keep  on  bear ing  f ru i t  a f ter  the
c i rcumstances  or  needs  that  they  or ig ina l l y  addressed  have  ended .  The  S i l ver tones '  min is t ry  i s  in  that  category .

For  15  years  the i r  mus ic  and  humor  have  l i f ted  hearts  and  brought  peop le  c loser  to  God .  Hope  was  reborn  for  the i r
hearers .  Courage  to  keep  on  keep ing  on  came to  others .  And  the i r  love  for  Chr is t  and  peop le  was  ev ident  and

min is tered  to  thousands  o f  peop le . ”
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LOOKING BACK. . .

Si lvertone Members P ic tured
Firs t  row from lef t :  Frances
Heath ,  Ruth Abrams ,  Martha
Winder,  Minnie Taylor,  Kathy

Liggins ,  Dor is  Whit tacar,
Dorothy Foster,  Ruth Downs

and Joyce Cal l is .  Second row:
E loise Davidson ,  Barbara
Walters ,  Frances Dickert ,

Mi ldred Tucker,  Inez Adams ,
Eumice Johnson ,  Mary Cal l is ,

Louis  Hudgins ,  Glor ia
Travenski  and Mi ldred

Lockwood.  Third row:  Rev.  Ed .
Inabinet ,  C .E .  K l ine ,  C .W.

Lockwood ,  S id Johnson ,  Melvin
Landesm Char l ie  Davidson and

Don Johnstone.  



Your paragraph text
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    First off ,  I  want to thank everyone for trusting me
for the second year in a row. I  came into this project
last year with absolutely no clue how to direct a
Vacation Bible School .  I ' l l  probably say this every year:
I  may have had the idea,  but it  only became a reality
because of everyone who stepped forward to lead a
station,  guide a small  group, prepare meals,  decorate,
clean up, pray,  and serve wherever they were needed.
This program was successful because of YOU.
    It  has been one of the greatest blessings and
privi leges to watch this ministry grow, and I 'm so
thankful to be a small  part of what God is doing
through our church.
    The growth f rom last year to this year has been
incredible and is such an encouragement.  We made a
few changes,  had a total  of 81 registered children(up
f rom 49 last summer),  and watched God work in ways
that reminded us why we do this in the f irst place.
    Vacation Bible School has since come to an end,
and the church has been transformed back f rom our
adventure to discover God's Kingdom. What an
incredible week it  was!  Throughout Kingdom Quest ,
our kids learned that Jesus is the Light of the World.
They discovered that He is always with us,  that He is
al ive,  that He makes us new, and that the Holy Spirit
helps us every day.
    I f  you hear kids saying, "Jesus spoke to the people
again.  He said,  ' I  am the l ight of the world.  Anyone
who fol lows me wil l  never walk in darkness.  They wil l
have that l ight .  They wil l  have l i fe.' "  (John 8:12) ,  then
that means it 's  working! 
    There were lots of laughs,  plenty of energy,  and
more than a few unforgettable moments (some of
which may or may not have involved an inflatable
boat) .  We watched f riendships grow, heard children
ask thoughtful questions about their faith,  and
planted seeds that we pray wil l  continue to grow long
after VBS has ended.
    Thanks to the generosity of our children and their
famil ies,  we were able to pack 100 snack bags for
Hands Across Mathews, as well  as donate 100
toiletries.  A few of the kids even had the opportunity
to personally deliver the donations and tour Hands
Across Mathews, al lowing them to see f irsthand how
their generosity can make a difference in our
community.
    To the parents:  Thank you for trusting us with your
children.To my amazing volunteers:  Thank you for
giving your t ime, your talents,  and your hearts to
serve.  To everyone who prayed, donated, and
supported this ministry in countless ways:  Thank you.
VBS simply would not be possible without each of you.
    Thank you al l  for making Kingdom Quest such a
wonderful week. I  am so grateful for the opportunity
to share the love of Christ with these children, and I
can't  wait to see what God has in store for next year!

                               -  Carmen Cuciniel lo,  VBS Director

VBS RECAP
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Praise God…
For the birth of John William Condon on July 11  2026, to
parents David and Heather Condon. 

th

For the baptism of Karen Wiant on July 7 , 2026. th

For the birth of Oliver Kellar on July 26  2026, to parents Dylan
& Shelby Kellar.

th

Praise God…
For the birth of John William Condon on July 11  2026, to
parents David and Heather Condon. 

th

For the baptism of Karen Wiant on July 7 , 2026. th

For the birth of Oliver Kellar on July 26  2026, to parents Dylan
& Shelby Kellar.

th

CHURCH ATTENDANCE JULY  2026

Our love and sympathy...
To the family and friends of William Callis, who passed away on
July 10 , 2026.th

To Mike & Debbie Meyers; Mike’s sister Liz passed away on July 4 ,
2026

th

To the family & friends of Suzie Kellar (Shelby’s MIL) who passed
away on July 28 . th

Our love and sympathy...
To the family and friends of William Callis, who passed away on
July 10 , 2026.th

To Mike & Debbie Meyers; Mike’s sister Liz passed away on July 4 ,
2026

th

To the family & friends of Suzie Kellar (Shelby’s MIL) who passed
away on July 28 . th

Pray for...Pray for...

Date      9 :00     10 :00     1 1 :00

REMINDERS. . .

Coming up. . .

1  -  MTBA Prayer  Gather ing

6 -  Sunday School
Promotions

7 -  Labor Day

8 -  WMU Meet ing

14 -  1s t  Tra i l  L i fe  & AHG
Meet ing of  the year

22 -  F i rs t  Day of  Autumn

121
141
148
137

100
115
101
98

29
27
31
20

07/05/2026
07/12/2026
07/19/2026
07/26/2026Scan with your phone’s camera to

join the FB Prayer Group!

Please be in prayer...
For former Associate Pastor, Randy Cooksey, who experienced
some health complications in July. 
For Rob Thompson, who had a heart attack in July.

Please be in prayer...
For former Associate Pastor, Randy Cooksey, who experienced
some health complications in July. 
For Rob Thompson, who had a heart attack in July.

Sunday,  August 16  -  Church
Picnic taking place at Camp
Piankatank f rom 3-7pm. Please
bring a side dish and
swimsuit/towel i f  you wish to
swim. Lifeguards wil l  be on duty.  

t h

Sunday,  August 23  -  is  elder
appreciation Sunday.  

r d

Don ’ t  Forget . . .
Sunday,  August 9th -
Commemorative
Ornament Pre-orders
are due! Please let
Megan or Cathy know
if you have not signed
up to purchase one (at
cost)  already.  
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