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BY PASTOR BRIAN KRAMER

As a child one of my favorite movies was the Disney movie “Bedknobs and
Broomsticks.” It takes place during World War II. Three orphans are sent to live with
Miss Price (Angela Lansbury), who is learning magic through a correspondence school.
In my favorite scene the Nazi army invades their town. So, Miss Price uses the
“Substitutiary Locomotion” spell to bring the knights armor and the military uniforms
in a local museum to life. As a vast army they fight the Nazi soldiers. Although this
scene is imaginary there is a time in the Bible where bones were brought back to life.
The Lord placed the prophet Ezekiel in a valley of dry bones (Ezekeil 37:1-14). The Lord
told Ezekiel to preach to the bones, and they came to life. Ezekiel shares, “So I
prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly
a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to bone. Indeed, as I looked, the sinews
and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no
breath in them.” (Ezekiel 37:7-8) Ezekiel continues, “So I prophesied as He commanded
me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an
exceedingly great army.” (Ezekiel 37:10) Can you imagine seeing a bunch of bones
rattling as they came together to become a great army? Not only that but there will be
a day when all the bodies of the deceased “soldiers” of Christ will come back to life. At
Christ’s return the Bible says, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) Can you imagine the day the graves are
opened, and the bodies of Christians rise to be with the Lord? Hallelujah, death is no
match for our Living Lord!

In Christ Love,
                              Pastor Brian

DRY BONES COME TO LIFE
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What we aim to do: WMU’s unwavering focus is

September went by fast! Alma Hunt offering for Virginia Missions took place September 7
through 14  but there is still time to get your donations in!th

Operation Christmas Child is in full swing. At the beginning of September we gathered to put
together our Official OCC shoeboxes. There is a table in the Fellowship Hall loaded with
shoeboxes for you to take home and buy gifts to fill them before returning them to the table.
They are due back the week of November 17 thru the 24 . On Saturday September 27  a group
of volunteers gathered to wrap donated shoeboxes and learn how to make jump-ropes for
inclusion in some of the gift boxes. We had a fun time working together. There are more
shoeboxes needing wrapping available in the Fellowship Hall along with wrapping paper and
tape for use by anyone so moved to wrap a few. 

th th

1.WMU has purchased Official Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.
Pick one up, take it home and fill it.

2.Every Saturday in October Amy Ashberry will be hosting a time to fill shoeboxes at her
mom’s home, 6820 Buckley Hall Road, anytime between 8am-8pm. Amy says, “ As soon as
we pack 416 more boxes, which we will easily do by Saturday, we will have packed 20,000
boxes from Mathews since 2020!” She hopes to accomplish this this Saturday, October 4 .
Wouldn’t it be great to be a witness to this accomplishment!!! Hope to see you there!

th

Another project we are supporting is an opportunity to serve our local home-bound citizens.
If you drive, have a flexible schedule and want to serve by driving those in need of a ride to
the doctor or the store, please contact Beth Lewis at 804-725-6102 or the church office. We are
compiling a list to be able to help in times of need. A special Thank you to those who have
already signed up.
    
We continue to sing at the Nursing Home the 1 , 2  and 3rd Tuesday of the month at 10:30 am.
It is a blessing to us who sing as much as it is for the residents of the home. We would love to
have you join us! Please let us know if you plan to join us, as occasionally, we are unable to
visit for various reasons. 

st nd

   
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 14 at 1 pm in the Welcome Center. We
welcome all ages. We will be planning future projects. One of our upcoming projects will be to
host a Christmas gift store for the residents of our local nursing home. Join us to find out
more!
   
Be sure and check out our bulletin board across the hall from the kitchen for more
information. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me, Donna Frantz or our director,
Judy Lowe.
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making disciples of Jesus who live on mission.

 
 In  Chris t ,        
                Donna Frantz  

WOMEN’S  MISSIONARY UNION SEPTEMBER UPDATE

Alma Hunt  Offer ing  Update  as  o f  9/30/25 :
Goa l :  $1 ,500  Co l lected :  $1 ,458 .25

Ritamary Bruce ,  Tee
Mal lon and Chris ty

Brown bui ld ing boxes

Pol ly  Hayes making a
jump-rope.  

Melanie Mi les  and Kat ie
Givens wrapping boxes 

Pol ly  Hayes ,  Beth ,  Lewis ,
R i tamary Bruce and Nikki
Pol lard wrapping boxes 



ANNIVERSARY

2026 is not only an important milestone for our nation but for Mathews
Baptist Church as well. On October 25, 2026, we will celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the organization of our church. Our theme for this event will
be, “Serving the Savior Yesterday, Today and Forever,” with a scripture focus
on Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever”. The
core planning group for this homecoming event includes Pastor Brian, Pam
Harrington, Dawn Miller, Cathy Rowe, Alice Stewart, and Megan Waddell. If
anyone has any questions or suggestions, feel free to contact anyone in this
group. A signup sheet is on the welcome center for the various groups
needed to help with this event. Look for a “Save the Date” reminder early
next year and be sure to call or email the church office with the names and
addresses of friends and family you would like to receive an invite. We will
begin planning in earnest next year but wanted to get a head start on getting
organized and letting everyone know about this exciting time in the life of
our church.

Troopmaster  Terry Johnson & parents
Mark Givens and Ron Pemberton

Boys and men enjoying a good game of
vol leybal l

Everyone enjoyed hot  dogs and smores !
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CHURCH NEWS 
Homecoming Ce l e bra t i o n  i n  2 0 2 6

September also marked the official start of our Trail Life Troop
at Mathews Baptist Church. Troop VA-1791 has been meeting

Monday evenings from 6:30-8pm since the 2  Monday in
September. On Friday, September 26  the Troop held it’s first
official camp-out and not even the threat of rainy weather
stopped these boys from getting together! They moved the

location of their camp out to MBC and used the multi-purpose
building to sleep in. There were 15 boys and 7 men present for

the first camp-out. The pictures speak for themselves; these
boys had a great time playing games, eating dinner fireside and

of course smores, yum! 

nd

th

TRAIL  L IFE  UPDATE

Judah Pol lard af ter  a
muddy game of  Gaga Bal l !  



“WOM” k ids :
Add ison  Wadde l l ,

Ava  Po l lard ,
Anastas ia

Ben i tez  ( le f t  to
r ight )
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CHURCH NEWS 

Wings o f  Mathews
Homeschoo l  Co-Op Group

Our church is supporting so many worthy causes this
Fall! The Wings of Mathews Homeschool Co-Op also
started this September and is calling Mathews Baptist
Church it’s home base. Ingrid Condon and Carmen
Cuciniello (both MBC members) founded the group and
there are several homeschool families from our church
enrolled as well. Overall there are 65 homeschooled
children enrolled who will be meeting here twice a
month to learn, socialize and have FUN! They are
currently working through an ornithology unit study and
have several field trips planned for the upcoming
months!  If any individual would like to support the co-
op financially you can make a donation on your regular
tithing envelope and write in Wings of Mathews on the
“Other” line and help to make MBC a place “where
learning soars”. 

Check  out  the  Wings  o f
Mathews bu l le t in  board  in  the
fe l lowsh ip  ha l lway  to  see  what

they  are  up  to !

Coming  soon . . .
Several of you have already noticed that I have been testing

adhesives on the multi-purpose building chairs (just one chair,
so if you haven’t noticed don’t feel bad!) I am searching for the

most durable adhesive in order to upgrade our ability to
connect! The goal is to purchase stickers for each chair back

that will have a QR code to scan and will take new and veteran
church-goers alike to a page with ALL THE INFO! You can scan

the QR code to the left to see exactly what it will look like (note
that I am still working on things so it may not be totally up to
date). The landing page will include links to things like: the

church website, an email subscription link, the church calendar,
online giving options, volunteer opportunities, announcements,

prayer requests and more! 
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Quarter ly  Bus iness
Meet ing  coming  up

on  Wednesday ,
October  15  at

6 :45pm fo l lowing
the  week ly  meal .

P lease  p lan  to
at tend !

t h

CHURCH ATTENDANCE -  SEPTEMBER 2025

Date      9 :00     10 :00     1 1 :00

09/07/2025
09/14/2025
09/21/2025
09/28/2025
           

Coming up. . .

2  Dayl ight  Savings T ime 

4  E lect ion Day

11  Veteran ’s  Day

15 F inal  Shoebox Packing

27 Thanksgiv ing Day

Please be in prayer...
Dan & Cathie Wahlers as they navigate a cancer diagnosis for
Dan.
In this time of profound sorrow following Charlie Kirk’s passing,
let us unite in prayer for his family, friends, and community;
seeking comfort and strength for all affected.  

Praise God...
For Fall, the promise of cooler temperatures and the reminder
that change can be beautiful!

Pray for...

174
153
161
174

136
125
110
132

28
29
28
22

Mathews Men wi l l
meet  for  breakfast
aga in  on  Saturday ,

October  18th  at
8am,  come jo in  them

if  you  can !

WMU
Our  Women’s  Miss ionary  Un ion

Group  wi l l  meet  on  Tuesday ,
October  14th  at  1PM.  A l l  ages

are  we lcome!




