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Here is a list of famous fathers throughout history:

Abraham: The Father of Many Nations
Pythagoras: The Father of Mathematics
Hippocrates: The Father of Medicine
Aristotle: The Father Political Science
Johannes Gutenberg: The Father of the Printing Press
Isaac Newton: The Father of Modern Science
Benjamin Franklin: The Father of Electricity
George Washington: The Father of America
James Madison: The Father of the Constitution
Karl Benz: The Father of the Automobile
Alexander Graham Bell: The Father of the Telephone
Thomas Edison: The Father of practical applications of Electricity
Albert Einstein: The Father of Physics

As a father you may not be famous, but you are essential. You are the
most influential in your own field of raising your children. Your
children need your love, your wisdom, your guidance and your
encouragement. Paul reminds fathers in Ephesians 6:4, “Fathers, don’t
stir up anger in your children, but bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord.” (CSB) Fathers, thanks for raising your children
in the Lord. Happy Father’s Day! 
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This issue:NOT FAMOUS, BUT ESSENTIAL
BY PASTOR BRIAN KRAMER

 
 In  Chris t ,        
               Pastor  Br ian Kramer
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WOMEN’S  MISSIONARY UNION MAY UPDATE
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making disciples of Jesus who live on mission.
What we aim to do:  WMU’s  unwaver ing focus is

On Fr iday May 15  a  smal l  group of  ladies ,  a long with
Pastor  Br ian and Bonnie v is i ted Care Net  to del iver  our
donated i tems and get  a  tour  of  the fac i l i t ies .  Beth
Lewis ,  L inda German ,  Ri tamary Bruce and Donna Frantz
a long with Br ian and Bonnie enjoyed a lunch at
Eggheads before heading down the road to Care Net .
Our thanks goes out  to Pastor  and Bonnie for  dr iv ing us
in their  car .

t h

Our next  WMU meet ing wi l l  be held on June 14  at  1  pm
in the Welcome Center .  We wi l l  be p lanning to v is i t
local  home bound this  month and we wi l l  a lso be
planning for  our  Chris tmas in Ju ly  pot luck tentat ive ly
planned to be held on Ju ly  19  af ter  church.  More
informat ion wi l l  be for thcoming.

t h

I f  you have an i tems for  donat ion to Operat ion
Chris tmas Chi ld ,  p lease drop them of f .  We are col lect ing
empty shoeboxes ,  wrapping paper ,  smal l  toys ,
toothbrushes ,  combs ,  penci ls ,  erasers ,  crayons ,
notebooks ,  markers ,  sc issors ,  ru lers ,  g lue st icks ,  puzzles ,
jump rope ,  p laydough ,  eat ing utensi ls ,  c lothing ,  hats ,
e tc .  

We cont inue to s ing at  the Nursing Home the 1 ,  2  and
3rd Tuesday of  the month at  10 :30 am.  I t  is  a  b less ing to
us who s ing as much as i t  is  for  the res idents  of  the
home.  We would love to have you jo in us!  P lease let  us
know i f  you plan to jo in us ,  as  occasional ly ,  we are
unable to v is i t  for  var ious reasons .  

s t n d

Be sure and check out  our  bul let in board across the hal l
f rom the k i tchen for  more informat ion.
I f  you have any quest ions ,  fee l  f ree to contact  me ,
Donna Frantz  or  our  director ,  Judy Lowe.

   

Table fu l l  of  baby and
mother donat ions

Beth Lewis enjoying the
donat ion shed

Ann Sych of  Care Net  descr ibing
bins f i l led for  each mother

Bonnie and Beth tour  the
faci l i t ies  led by Ann.

In Chris t ’ s  Love ,  

Donna Frantz



to the Gazette Journal

Repr inted  f rom the  Gazet te- Journa l ,  Thurs . ,  May  28 ,  2026,  in  the  “Gl impses  in to  the  Past , ”

120 years ago,  May 24,  1906…
The  Strawberry  Fest iva l  o f  the  O ld  Bapt is t  Church ,  under  the  ausp ices  o f  the  Wi l l ing  Workers ,  w i l l  be
he ld  at  the  factory ,  Cr icket  H i l l ,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  n ights ,  May  29 and  30 .  The i r  las t
enter ta inment ,  wh ich  took  p lace  some two weeks  ago ,  was  a  most  en joyab le  one ,  and  the  e laborate
preparat ions  they  are  making  for  th is  occas ion  promises  to  make  i t  far  more  successfu l  than  any  o f  i t
predecessors .  The  lad ies  o f  the  congregat ion  are  making  hercu lean  e ffor ts  to  b lot  out  the  debt  o f  the
church ,  and  they  are  go ing  to  do  i t .  Come out  and  he lp  them.  The  ob ject  i s  a  worthy  one  and  shou ld
commend i t  to  your  at tent ion .

In  add i t ion  to  the  above  ar t ic le ,  here  are  other  s imi lar  ones  f rom the  Gazet te- Journa l  dur ing  the
same t ime per iod…

August  1905…  The  work  o f  repa i r ing  the  O ld  Bapt is t  Church  i s  progress ing  rap id ly .

March 29,  1906…  The  Wi l l ing  Workers  o f  the  O ld  Bapt is t  Church  wi l l  ho ld  a  Povert ie  Part ie  on
Tuesday ,  the  th i rd  day  o f  Apr i l .  I t  w i l l  be  an  en joyab le  event  and  the  proceeds  wi l l  be  used  in  pay ing
off  the  debts  o f  the  church .

October 1906…  An  oyster  supper  wi l l  be  he ld  at  the  factory ,  Cr icket  H i l l ,  on  October  24  and  26 ,  for
the  benef i t  o f  O ld  Bapt is t  Church .

October 1906…  The  Rev .  S .  P ierce  De  Vau l t  w i l l  de l i ver  a  lecture  at  the  O ld  Bapt is t  Church  on  Wed . ,
Oct .  10 .  Mr .  DeVaul t  i s  a  Bapt is t  preacher  o f  prominence ,  a  forcefu l  and  earnest  speaker ,  o f  p leas ing
address  and  wel l  worth  l i s ten ing  to .  H is  home church  i s  in  Farnham,  Va .  The  proceeds  o f  the  lecture
wi l l  be  devoted  to  pay ing  o ff  the  debt  o f  the  church .  The  Mathews Quartet  w i l l  s ing  and  we be l ieve
there  are  to  be  other  mus ica l  t reats  rendered  at  the  lecture  that  even ing .  The  O ld  Bapt is t  Church  i s
the  handsomest  in  the  county ,  but  i s  encumbered  wi th  a  heavy  debt .  Why  not  at tend  the  lecture  and
he lp  take  some of  i t  o ff .

Note:  “O ld  Bapt is t  Church”  (as  Mathews Bapt is t  was  o f ten  ca l led )  was  remodeled  in  1905 when the
Rev  W.  A .  Snyder  was  the  pastor  and  apparent ly  i t  was  an  expens ive  pro ject .  Dur ing  that  t ime per iod ,
i t  appears  that  host ing  events  to  ra ise  money  to  he lp  pay  the  church ’s  debt  was  an  accepted
pract ice .  Some years  later ,  however ,  pay ing  debts  in  th is  manner  was  deemed inappropr iate  and
stopped .  The  reason ing  was  that  church  at tendees  shou ld  be  ab le  to  take  care  o f  the  church ’s
operat ing  expenses  as  we l l  as  any  improvements  by  be ing  fa i th fu l  and  generous  in  the i r  t i th ings  and
offer ings  rather  than  so l ic i t ing  money  f rom those  in  the  communi ty  as  we l l  as  the  church  body
through  fundra is ing  pro jects  and  events .  Th is  ph i losophy  remains  in  e ffect  today  and  God  has  been
fa i th fu l  in  prov id ing  for  us  and  b less ing  us  generous ly .
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Volunteers Needed
VBS Craft sessions are planned for Saturday, June 6  from 2-

4:30pm and Friday, June 26  from 5:30-7:30pm. You don’t
have to be imaginative for this, just able to follow instructions
🙂 All leader positions have been filled but we can also use

support volunteers! Scan the QR code with your phone’s
camera to sign up OR talk to Carmen!

th

th

Nikki Pollard announced in March that MBC will be starting an American Heritage Girls troop,
with a tentative start date of September 14th. TL & AHG meetings will be held the same night so
families with boys and girls will have something for all their children to participate in. Please be
in prayer that all the pieces will come together for this and all key leader positions will be filled. 

We are in need of 3-4 volunteers to take over the Sunday
snacks and coffee, set-up and clean-up! If you are interested
in taking over this ministry or would like more information

on what it entails, please contact one of the nominating
committee members (Sharon Morgan 804-725-6990, Renee
Neiman 804-774-9918, Cathy Rowe 804-725-6192 or call

the church office 804-725-3707).

CHURCH ATTENDANCE -  MAY  2026

Please be in prayer...
For our FUGE & CentriKid campers and chaperones: For safe travels as they leave home,
and for the wisdom and guidance You give to our leaders and staff. May the Holy Spirit
lead them in every moment, preparing hearts to receive Your Word and to live for You.
Lord, we pray for each camper to be free from distraction, excited for what You have
planned, and open to hearing Your voice. May they grow in reverence for Your Word, as
they love it and make it a daily part of their lives. We ask that You give them a heart of 

Please be in prayer...
For our FUGE & CentriKid campers and chaperones: For safe travels as they leave home,
and for the wisdom and guidance You give to our leaders and staff. May the Holy Spirit
lead them in every moment, preparing hearts to receive Your Word and to live for You.
Lord, we pray for each camper to be free from distraction, excited for what You have
planned, and open to hearing Your voice. May they grow in reverence for Your Word, as
they love it and make it a daily part of their lives. We ask that You give them a heart of 

Pray for...Pray for...

Date      9 :00     10 :00     1 1 :00

REMINDERS. . .

Coming up. . .

4  -  Independence Day

5-9 Vacat ion Bib le School

10 -  Wipeout  Event

15  -  Q2 Business Meet ing

19 -  Chris tmas in Ju ly
Pot luck (WMU)

159
150
176
136
161

142
112
130
112
131

27
20
23
28
20

05/03/2026
05/10/2026
05/17/2026
05/24/2026
05/31/2024

Scan with your phone’s camera to
join the FB Prayer Group!

Scan with your phone’s camera to
join the FB Prayer Group!

prayer, that they understand the power of prayer, and that they carry
this habit home. We pray for unity among groups, for kindness and
respect among all, and for safety for every child. May they be
protected from harm and encouraged to live in love and truth.

prayer, that they understand the power of prayer, and that they carry
this habit home. We pray for unity among groups, for kindness and
respect among all, and for safety for every child. May they be
protected from harm and encouraged to live in love and truth.
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