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Do you remember as a child picking up a flower and pulling off the
petals one at a time and saying with each petal, “He/she loves me.
He/she loves me not?” We just hoped by the last petal that, “He/she
loves me.” Sometimes in this world love can be so fleeting. Someone
can tell you they love you, but in a few years, months or even days
they may say they don’t love you anymore. How hurtful that is. I’ve
had a few heart breaks in my lifetime. But God’s love is not like that.
His love for us doesn’t waver. Forty-three times in the Bible it says,
“His love endures forever.” (New International Version) Twenty-six
times in Psalm 136 alone. Think about that, “God’s love endures
forever.” His love is faithful, constant, unending, persistent, eternal.
His love is not dependent on our feelings, our behavior, our
circumstances or our response to Him. At times it may be hard to
depend on love in this world. It comes and goes. But not God’s love.
His love is forever because “God is love!” (1 John 4:8) Do you know His
love? Happy Valentine’s Day! And by the way God loves you!
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This issue:GOD’S LOVE
BY PASTOR BRIAN KRAMER

 
 In  Chris t ,        
               Pastor  Br ian Kramer



What we aim to do:  WMU’s  unwaver ing focus is

Our annual  Chris tmas WMU lunch was held in January
this  year  at  the Frantz  home.  Pastor  Br ian and Bonnie
at tended.  We held our monthly meet ing af ter  the
pot luck brunch.  Lots  of  food ,  fun and fe l lowship was
enjoyed by a l l .

Due to the inc lement weather  in January we were forced
to reschedule our Women on a Miss ion Brunch which
wi l l  now be held on Saturday ,  February 21st  a t  10 am at
the church.  Abbie Kramer Hefner  wi l l  be speaking about
her  Bapt is t  Col legiate Miss ion.  We are invi t ing you to
join us to hear  about  her  miss ion and to support  her
work .

We cont inue to s ing at  the Nursing Home the 1 ,  2  and
3rd Tuesday of  the month at  10 :30 am.  I t  is  a  b less ing to
us who s ing as much as i t  is  for  the res idents  of  the
home.  We would love to have you jo in us!  P lease let  us
know i f  you plan to jo in us ,  as  occasional ly ,  we are
unable to v is i t  for  var ious reasons .  

s t n d

Our next  meet ing wi l l  be held on Tuesday ,   February
11 th at  1  pm in the Welcome Center .  On Fr iday ,  February
13  at  10 am we wi l l  gather  at  the church to make our
year ly  Soup for  Shut- ins .  We wi l l  be making a couple of
large ket t les  of  soup ,  and wi l l  be del iver ing them to our
local  shut- ins a long with crackers  and a Valent ine t reat
for  them al l .  I f  you would l ike to jo in us ,  we would
welcome your help .  

t h

Please mark your ca lendars for  our  annual  Apr i l  Shower
for  CareNet ,  which wi l l  be held on Apri l  1 1  th is  year .
More informat ion wi l l  be shared soon.  

t h

Be sure and check out  our  bul let in board across the hal l
f rom the k i tchen for  more informat ion.
I f  you have any quest ions ,  fee l  f ree to contact  me ,
Donna Frantz  or  our  director ,  Judy Lowe.

 
 In  Chris t ,        
                Donna Frantz  
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making disciples of Jesus who live on mission.

WOMEN’S  MISSIONARY UNION JANUARY UPDATE

WMU lunch at tendees :
Chris ty  Brown,  Pat t i  McDonald ,
Karen Hudgins ,  R i tamary Bruce ,

L inda German ,  Beth Lewis ,  Bonnie
and Br ian Kramer

Addit ional  lunch at tendees ,  Pol ly
Hayes ,  Judy Lowe and Dan Frantz

Abbie Hefner,  our  brunch speaker
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LOOKING BACK. . .

120 Years  Ago ,  Thurs . ,  Jan .  4 ,  1906

The Mathews Bapt is t  Church wi l l  be
dedicated on the second Sunday in

January,  that  wi l l  be January 14 ,  1906.
We invi te  the people of  Mathews to be
present  at  our  dedicat ion.  We wi l l  have

three or  four  able preachers wi th us .
We think that  we have a very handsome

church and that  i t  is  ahead of  any
church in the f ive ad joining count ies .

We especia l ly  invi te  the Bapt is ts  of
Mathews County.  Brethren ,  come home
and see mother,  she has remodeled and
put  on a new dress and we want  you to
see how she looks .  Come one ,  come a l l ,
we ’ l l  g ive you a good day.  Services wi l l

begin at  1 1  a .m.              

–M.  Atherton ,  Commit tee

A Glimpse into the past from the
1 / 1 /26 issue of the Gazette Journal :

Interior of sanctuary in 1905. 
Rev. W. A. Snyder in pulpit. Notice the

curved pews, woodstove and stained glass
window behind pulpit (prior to installation

of baptistry and new stained glass window).



CHURCH NEWS
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CHURCH ATTENDANCE -  JANUARY 2026

Praise God...
For the gift of new life. Chris & Mallory Reed
welcomed Luke Wesley Reed on January 16 , 2026 at
1:28pm weighing 8 lbs. and measuring 21.5 inches long. 

th

Please be in prayer...
Continued prayers for Stephanie Anthony as she
undergoes chemotherapy treatments. 

We welcome the following members to our fellowship...
Ron Pemberton. Gracie Wynberry, Brayden Jurgenson,
Robby Miles, Melanie Miles, Shelby Kellar, Erik Graulich, &
August Haywood. 

Mathews Men wi l l  meet  for
breakfast  aga in  on  Saturday ,

February  21st  a t  8am,  come jo in
them i f  you  can .

Date      9 :00     10 :00     1 1 :00

REMINDERS. . .

Coming up. . .

1 -8  Week of  Prayer  for
North American Miss ions
& Annie Armstrong Easter
Offer ing

8 -  Dayl ight  Savings T ime

17 -  St .  Patr ick ’s  Day

21  -  Noble Warr iors  Men ’s
Conference

Pray for...
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111
133
129
0

28
28
19
0

01/04/2026
01/11/2026
01/18/2026
01/25/2026

Lott ie  Moon
Chr is tmas  Offer ing

Goa l—$5,000.  
Tota l  Co l lected  was

$5 ,718 .17
Thank  you  to
everyone  who

contr ibuted  to  th is
Miss ion !

 

The Grace Marr iage
program is  complet ing i t ’ s

f i rs t  year  in March and
wi l l  begin the next  ser ies

in Apr i l .  I f  you are
interested in jo ining the

group for  the second
ser ies p lease reach out  to

Heather  Condon at  270-
925-4363 or

hsmith3885@gmai l .com

WMU
Our  Women’s  Miss ionary
Union  Group  wi l l  meet  on
Tuesday ,  February  10th  at

1PM.  A l l  ages  are  we lcome!

The Valent ines Challenge :
 

The  MBC Outreach  Team is  i ssu ing  a  cha l lenge  to
the  who le  congregat ion .  

On  Sunday  February  8 ,  we  wi l l  be  hand ing  out  5
“Jesus  Loves  You”  Va lent ines  cards  to  everyone

in  the  congregat ion .  We cha l lenge  you  to  g ive  a l l
f i ve  o f  them out  to  f r iends ,  fami ly ,  coworkers  or
acqua intances  outs ide  o f  our  church  fami ly .  We
cha l lenge  you  th is  Va lent ines  season  to  share

the  love  o f  Jesus !




