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It was a cold, quiet night in Bethlehem. The stars twinkled brightly, but the world
seemed unaware of the miracle about to unfold. In a humble stable, surrounded by the
soft sounds of animals, Mary and Joseph welcomed the Savior of the world into their
arms. There was no grand celebration, no royal fanfare—just the warmth of love and
the simplicity of God's plan.

The shepherds, ordinary people tending their flocks, were the first to hear the good
news. An angel appeared, proclaiming, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Savior has been
born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord" (Luke 2:10-11). They hurried to the stable, their
hearts filled with awe, to witness the fulfillment of God's promise.

This story reminds us that God often works through the ordinary to accomplish the
extraordinary. The King of Kings was born not in a palace but in a manger, showing us
that His love reaches everyone, no matter their status or circumstance. This Christmas,
may we find joy in the simplicity of His love and share it with others.

Take a moment to reflect on the humility of Christ's birth. How can you embrace
simplicity and share God's love with those around you this season?

Lord, thank You for the gift of Jesus, born in a humble stable to bring hope and
salvation to the world. Help us to carry the light of Your love into our lives and share it
with others. Amen. 
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What we aim to do: WMU’s unwavering focus is

     Thank you to all who contributed to Operation Christmas Child this year.
Contributions included filled shoeboxes, empty shoeboxes, shoebox fillers,
wrapping paper, time spent moving shoeboxes and filling shoeboxes, wrapping
shoeboxes, loading buses and trucks. Amy is very thankful for every moment
spent helping her with this giant task. In total 7,147 shoeboxes were donated by
residents of Mathew’s County. 
     Thank you to all of those who have already donated items for our Christmas
Store at the Nursing Home on Saturday, December 20 . We are continuing to
collect items for the residents to select as gifts for their family members. If you
have any new, or homemade gift items , as well as gift wrapping essentials you
would like to contribute, we will have a table in the Fellowship Hall where you
can leave them. If you’d prefer to donate money for us to use to shop for them 

th
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making disciples of Jesus who live on mission.

 
 In  Chris t ,        
                Donna Frantz  

WOMEN’S  MISSIONARY UNION NOVEMBER UPDATE

Some suggested gifts for our Nursing Home Christmas Store are:

Tool kits/tool gadgets 
Car accessories (air fresheners) 
Perfume
Candles 
Craft kits (child and adult ones) 
Science kits 
Kitchen gadgets 
Socks/gloves/scarves 
Toys (RC cars, monster trucks, hot wheels, dolls) 

Lotion 
Nail polish/Nail kit 
Legos (child and adult ones) 
Coloring books (child and adult ones) 
Sketch pads 
Markers/colored pencils 
Fantasy novels 
Cook books 
Card games/board games 

     This month the International Mission Board (IMB) is honoring Lottie Moon through our Christmas Offering.
In 1873, Lottie Moon was appointed as a missionary to China. She spent nearly 40 years sharing the gospel with love,
courage, and unwavering faith. Her letters home inspired churches to pray and give, leading to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for International Missions. Today, this offering supports missionaries and helps take the life-
transforming message of Jesus to the nations. Let’s honor her legacy by praying and giving so others can hear the hope
of the gospel. Our goal for December is $5,000.
     We continue to sing at the Nursing Home the 1 , 2  and 3rd Tuesday of the month at 10:30 am. It is a blessing to us
who sing as much as it is for the residents of the home. We would love to have you join us! Please let us know if you
plan to join us, as occasionally, we are unable to visit for various reasons. 

st nd

     Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday,  January 13  at 1 pm in the Welcome Center. We welcome all ages. We will
be planning future projects. Our project to plan for January is for our annual Women on a Mission Brunch. Abby Hefner
has been invited to speak to us. Join us to find out more!

th

     Be sure and check out our bulletin board across the hall from the kitchen for more information.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me, Donna Frantz or our director, Judy Lowe.

that’s great too. We will also need volunteers to set up our Christmas gifts on that Saturday, help residents with selecting
items, and wrapping gifts. If you are available to volunteer on that Saturday between 8:30 am and about 12 noon, we would
greatly appreciate your help. There is a sign up sheet on the Welcome Counter in the Fellowship Hall where you can
volunteer in any of these areas, including baking some cookies!



To Christmases Past!

For  God  so  l ov ed  t h e
wor ld ,  t ha t  He  gave

His  one  and  on ly  Son ,
t ha t  whoever  b e l i e v es

i n  Him,  sha l l  no t
p er i sh ,  bu t  have

e t e rna l  l i f e .  
John  3: 16

Excerpts  f rom the Pastor ’s  Column 
by Rev.  Ed Inabinet :

“The Chris tmas season is  noted for  i ts  music .  You
wi l l  hear  music  a lmost  anywhere you go between
Thanksgiv ing and Chris tmas Day .  .  .  Most  people

come to the place of  taking the words in music  for
granted.  They lack any current  meaning i f  ever

they had meaning to begin with in people ’s  l ives .
The same kind of  th ings can happen to Chris t ians .

The t readmil l  of  fami l iar i ty  and t ry ing to meet
unreal is t ic  expectat ions whi le  going through the

forms of  ce lebrat ion take the f i re ,  the joy,  the
wonder away f rom us .  We know the words of  the

story,  but  we lose the music  of  the heart .
What  can we do to make sure that  we not  only

know the words of  the story but  a lso have the t rue
music  of  Chris tmas r inging in our hearts?  We can

read the story in a  di f ferent  t ranslat ion in the
Bible .  We can l is ten to a  great  musica l  composi t ion

l ike the Messiah or  to some contemporary
Chris tmas cantatas .  We can renew our commitment

to making the spir i t  of  Chris tmas a rea l i ty  for
others .  The spir i t  is  found in the words ,  “For  God

so loved the wor ld that  He gave His  only begotten
Son. ”  As we make conscious ef for t  to g ive of

ourselves ,  to  love ,  encourage ,  help ,  and bless the
l ives of  other  people ,  the t rue music  wi l l  return .

.  .  .  One thing is  for  certa in ,  Chr is tmas is  not
outward act iv i ty  so much as i t  is  inward

communion with the Savior  .  .  .  As wi th set t led
determinat ion ,  we say to Him,  “O come to my heart ,
Lord Jesus ,  there is  room in my heart  for  thee , ”  we
wi l l  f ind that  the words take on new meaning and

we ’ l l  have the music  s inging within us .
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LOOKING BACK. . .

Art ic le  f rom “The  L ighthouse” ,  December  1990

PASTOR ED INABINET ,  C IRCA 2011
Accord ing  to  our  h is tory  records ,  
Reverend  Edward  Inab inet  began

h is  min is t ry  at  MBC on  October  31 ,
1982 and  served  unt i l  h i s

ret i rement  on  December  31 ,  2010
for  a  tota l  o f  28  years .  



CHURCH NEWS

Want a  way to show love to your MBC
fami ly  and to God ’s  chi ldren

throughout  the wor ld? Send your
Chris tmas cards to your church   fami ly

through our MBC Chris tmas mai lbox
and    enhance your  Lot t ie  Moon

Chris tmas Offer ing gi f t  wi th the money
you save in card postage.  Mai lboxes
are located at  entrance of  sanctuary

and mult ipurpose bui ld ing .

Christmas Card Exchange
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As  o f  November  2025 our
bu i ld ing  loan  i s  o ff ic ia l l y

pa id  in  fu l l ! ! !
Donat ions  to  the  Bu i ld ing

Fund  are  s t i l l  a lways
welcome to  he lp  wi th

maintenance  and  fur ther
renovat ions/expans ion .  

Reach ing  the  Nat ions ,
Together .

Lott ie  Moon Chris tmas
Offer ing Goal—$7 ,000.  As
of  1 1 /29 ,  we have received

$200.00 
The Week of  Prayer  for

Internat ional  Miss ions is
Nov.  30 -  Dec .  7 .  Prayer

guides can be found at  the
entrance to worship .  

t h

 

Candle l ight/Communion
Chr is tmas  Eve  Serv ice  at

6PM in  the  Sanctuary
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Mathews Men wi l l  meet  for  breakfast  aga in  on  Saturday ,
December  20th  at  8am,  come jo in  them i f  you  can !

College scholarship applications for the spring
semester are available on the counter in the

welcome area. Completed applications are due
back no later than Monday, Dec. 8. If you have
any questions,  contact Phil Putnam at 804-815-

3564.

Tuesday, December 2nd
Red Cross Blood Drive @

Piankatank Ruritan Club from 12:30-
6PM. Sign up to donate by using

your phone’s camera to scan here
or visit redcrossblood.org or calling

1-800-RED-CROSS

REMINDERS. . .

Riverside Convalescent Center Christmas Store

Help us revive this program that provides the residents
an opportunity to give their family a gift this Christmas

(at no cost to the residents). 

Saturday, December 20th @ 10am
Ways you may help: 

Shop for small gifts suitable for family (drop off at
the church at the WMU table). 
Monetary donations and we will shop for you. 
Donate gift bags, wrapping paper, tape, bows, gift
tags, etc. 
Join us on Dec. 20  to help the residents choose
gifts for their loved ones, wrap, etc. 

TH

CHURCH ATTENDANCE -  NOVEMBER 2025

Date      9 :00     10 :00     1 1 :00

1 1 /02/2025
11/09/2025
11/16/2025
11/23/2025
11/30/2025          

Coming up. . .

1  New Year ’s  Days t

3  Grace Marr iage Meet ingr d

13  WMU Meet ingt h

17  Men ’s  Breakfastt h

19  MLK Jr .  DayT H

21st  Wednesday Meals
resume/Quarter ly  Business
Meet ing

Pray for...

162
220
182
186
160

137
157
158
132
144

24
26
36
27
25

Remember to pick up your 2026 offering
envelopes in your classroom or entryway to
worship. If there aren’t envelopes for you &
you would like a box, please call the church

office.

Praise God...
His indescribable gift of Jesus and for His mercy and
love that never ceases.
That Amy Ashberry collected and transported 7,147
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.
For the gift of new life. Benjamin and Tara Rowe
welcomed a baby boy, Conrad Alexander Rowe, early
on November, 28  2025. th

Please be in prayer...
For Stephanie Anthony, her cancer has returned and she
had to have surgery in early December. 
For Ingrid Condon, who is scheduled for surgery on Dec.

Our Condolences...
To Larry Stewart & family at the passing of Larry’s mother. 




