
LIBERTY OR DEATH?
BY PASTOR BRIAN KRAMER

On March 23, 1775, at the Second Virginia Convention at St. John's
Church in Richmond, Paul Revere spoke that famous line: “Give me
liberty or give me death.” This would lead to the American Revolution.
We have the same opportunity today, liberty or death. We are certain
death. Another Paul wrote, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God.” (Romans 3:23) And “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) But Jesus
Christ brings liberty and life. Jesus came proclaiming liberty. He said of
himself, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight
to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed.” (Luke 45:18)
Through Christ we have liberty from the bondage of sin. Paul wrote,
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and
do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” (Galatians 5:1) And
through Christ we have life. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.” (John 11:25-26) After
this revelation what will you choose, liberty or death?

In Christ Love,

Pastor Brian
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What we aim to do:  

WMU’s unwaver ing focus is  

Ju ly  27th WMU wi l l  be celebrat ing Chris tmas in Ju ly  wi th a  Pot luck dinner for  the whole church at  noon.
We wi l l  be supplying f r ied chicken and ask each fami ly  to br ing a s ide dish or  dessert .  The whole month
we wi l l  be col lect ing school  suppl ies  to share with local  s tudents  in need of  help for  the beginning of
school .P lease help us by donat ing some of  the fo l lowing i tems:

We cont inue to s ing at  the Nursing Home on Tuesday mornings at  10 :30 am.  I t  is  a  b less ing to us who s ing
as much as i t  is  for  the res idents  of  the home.  We would love to have you jo in us!  P lease let  us know i f
you plan to jo in us as  occasional ly ,  we are unable to v is i t  the Home because of  heal th issues among the
residents .

Our next  meet ing wi l l  be held on                                       in  the Welcome Center .  We welcome a l l  ages .
We wi l l  be p lanning future pro jects .

Be sure and check out  our  bul let in board across the hal l  f rom the k i tchen for  more informat ion.

I f  you have any quest ions ,  fee l  f ree to contact  me ,  Donna Frantz  or  our  director ,  Judy Lowe.

                                                                            In  Chris t ,  
                   

                      Donna Frantz  
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Women’s Missionary Union June 2025 Update

Crayons (box of  24 )  
B inders  
Backpack 
#2 penci ls  
Gal lon s ize bags 
Spira l  notebooks
Playdoh 
Index cards 
Pens 
Dry erase markers  ( f ine point )

Glue st icks
Ant ibacter ia l  wipes
Penci l  box
Box of  Kleenex
Crayola markers
Highl ighters
Bott les  of  E lmer ’s  g lue 
B lack sharpies
Ruler  
B inder paper,  wide ruled or  col lege rule

Scissors
Sturdy book bag
Large eraser
Sandwich s ize bags
Zipper pouch for  binder
Folder  wi th pockets
Post - i t  notes

making disciples of Jesus who live on mission.

Tuesday,  Ju ly  8th at  1  pmTuesday,  Ju ly  8th at  1  pm

Christmas in July 
POTLUCK PICNIC

Help the WMU support  Mathews
county chi ldren in need of  school

suppl ies  for  the coming school
year  & enjoy a meal  and great

fe l lowship together !

Sunday,  July 27  at 12pmt h

Please br ing a school  supply
donat ion and a s ide or  dessert  to

enjoy!
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We couldn’t be happier that 15
people chose to profess their

faith in Jesus as their Savior, on
June 1 . 2025!ST

From left: Pastor Brian Kramer,
Jameson Segalini, Channing

Schurlknight, London
Denkinger, Zoe Sadler, Kyle &
Bennett Diggs, Abigail Collins,
Ava Pollard, Addison Waddell,

Benjamin Condon, Katie
Givens, Abby Givens, James

Givens and Heather Holland.
Not pictured: Caleb Cuciniello 

Baptism

FUGE 2025
REGENT UNIVERSITY  -  V IRGINIA  BEACH,  VA

This  year ‘s  FUGE camp was a success!  With
only one case of  d ie-dratrat ion and a huge

Walmart  p ick-up of  breakfast  i tems ,  our
youth survived and had great  th ings to say
when they got  home.  Our youth director,
Michel le  Denkinger,  shared that  the camp

staf f  fe l t  poured into by OUR YOUTH! 

From top  le f t  to  bot tom r ight :  Mark  Denk inger ,
Gage  Gask ins ,  Grace  McCurry ,  Wi l l iam Ear l  Sad ler ,
Co l ten  Sad ler ,  Addy  Lowe ,  Hannah McBurney ,  Mary

Beth  Johnson ,  Ste l la  Johnson ,  Bent lea  Lawrence ,
Miche l le  Denk inger ,  Br i  Sad ler ,  Hope  Johnson ,
Ab iga i l  Co l l ins ,  Hope  Lowe ,  Ha i ley  Denk inger ,

Jameson  Sega l in i ,  Aust in  Sad ler ,  E l i zabeth  Moore
(not  p ic tured  Chann ing  Schur lkn ight )
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This  June ,  Mathews Bapt is t  Church returned to Centr iKid camp af ter  a  years- long hiatus (2019
was our last  adventure ) !  8  brave chaperones and 13  very exci ted k ids loaded up and headed to
Eagle Eyr ie  in Lynchburg ,  VA.  Campers learned what  i t  means to c l imb "Higher"  by loving God
and loving others .  The week was f i l led wi th dai ly  worship ra l l ies ,  morning devot ionals ,  group
Bible s tudy t ime ,  and church group t ime.  A col lect ion was taken up to support  miss ionar ies

spreading the gospel  to the largely Mormon populat ion of  Provo ,  Utah ,  as  wel l  as  to the Horn of
Afr ica where a  large populat ion pract ices Is lam.  The week was a lso packed with tons of  fun

recreat ional  act iv i t ies ,  LOTS of  hi l ls ,  sweat ,  swimming ,  and la te night  popsic les !  In  addi t ion to
growing c loser  to the Lord ,  we were able to grow c loser  to each other,  and form new

fr iendships wi th people f rom churches a l l  over  Virginia  and North Carol ina .  God used a l l  of
things we would label  as  uncomfortable ( the heat ,  the hi l ls ,  the bugs ,  the homesickness . . . )  in
order  to s tretch us and have us re ly  on Him more fu l ly.  His  Word was p lanted in the hearts  of
everyone in at tendance ,  and we know that  His  word never  returns to Him void ( Isa iah 55 : 1 1 ) !  
Thank you to everyone for  a l l  of  the prayers ,  the donat ions ,  the del ic ious send-of f  breakfast ,
and a l l  of  the guidance and support  throughout  the week.  We are super exci ted to return to

Centr iKid next  year !  We wi l l  be t ravel ing to Chowan Univers i ty  in Murfreesboro ,  NC the week of
June 15-  June 19 ,  2026 so mark your ca lendars i f  you have a chi ld  who would l ike to at tend

(must  have completed 2nd-6  grade to be e l ig ib le ) .  More informat ion to come!t h

"Love the Lord your God with a l l  your heart  and with a l l  your soul  and with a l l  your mind and
with a l l  your s t rength .  The second is  th is :  'Love your neighbor as  yoursel f . '  Mark 12 :30-31

In His  Love ,  

Centr iK id  2025
Eag le  Eyr ie  Conference  Center  -  Lynchburg ,  VA

From top  le f t  to  bot tom r ight :  N ikk i
Po l lard ,  Megan  Wadde l l ,  Jenn i fer

Morgan ,  N ikk i  Sp iers ,  Kat ie  G ivens ,
James  Cuc in ie l lo ,  Fa l lon  D iggs ,  Dav id

Condon ,  Steven  Cuc in ie l lo ,  Jax
Denk inger ,  Ben jamin  Condon ,  Abby

Givens ,  Ava  Po l lard ,  Jae lynn  Morgan ,
Caro l ine  Sp iers ,  Add ison  Wadde l l ,

Bennett  D iggs ,  Ca leb  Cuc in ie l lo ,  Zoe
Sad ler ,  London  Denk inger ,  Kanaan  D iggs  

Nikki  Pol lard



Wednesday,  Ju ly  16  6 :30 PM
Quarter ly  Business Meet ing

(chi ld  care for  5yrs  and
younger provided i f  needed)  

t h
Appl icat ions for  our

Col lege Scholarship are
avai lable on the welcome
center  counter  a long with
a copy of  the guidel ines

and rules .  Completed
appl icat ions are due NO
LATER than Ju ly  19 ,  2025 .

Quest ions should be
directed to Trustee ,  Phi l
Putnam @ 804-815-3564
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Our love and sympathy. . .
To the fami ly  and f r iends of  our  music  director ,  Janet
Bowman,  who passed away June 3 .  2025 .  r d

To the fami ly  and f r iends of  our  former sound commit tee
director  and member ,  Char les  Foster ,  who passed away
on June 23 ,  2025r d

Praise God. . .
For  a  wonderful  and safe t r ip  for  both the FUGE youth
group and the Centr iKid chi ldren ’s  group that  at tended
camps the week of  June 16-20th!

CHURCH ATTENDANCE -  JUNE 2025

Date      9 :00     10 :00     1 1 :00

06/01/2025    
06/08/2025    
06/15/2025    
06/22/2025
06/29/2025
           

Coming up. . .

3  -  Church P icnic  @ Camp
Piankatank

5 -  Nat ional  Night  Out @
Mathews HS 

10-14  -  Vacat ion Bib le
School

24 -  Global  Hunger Sunday

Congratulat ions to. . .
Joseph & Jade Monastyr ly
on the bir th of  their
daughter  Jaycee Jo lene
on June 15 ,  2025 ,
weighing 6 lbs . ,  14  oz . ,  &
18 in .  long!

Red Cross B lood
Drive @ Piankatank
Ruri tan Club f rom
12 :30-6PM.  S ign up
to donate by using

your phone ’s
camera to scan

here :

Have a happy and safe
4  of July! th

I t ’ s  that  t ime again .  I f  your
commit tee or  group ant ic ipates
having expenses for  the coming
2026 year  p lease pick up and f i l l
out  a  budget  request  form ( f rom

the inbox on the of f ice door ) .
P lease return forms by Aug.  3rd!

193
145
126
175
129

119
121
108
N/A
112

30
25
24
23
27




